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THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 



THE CAPITOL, AT MADISON 

_ • 

The Wisconsin Free Library Commission was created by an act of 
the legislature of 1895. It consists of five members, and its duties are to 
*'give advice and counsel to all free libraries in the state and to all com- 
munities which may propose to establish them, as to the best means of 
establishing and administering such libraries, the selection of books, 
cataloging and other details of library management/' 

The Commission was organized Decembers, 1895, and proved so use- 
ful that the next legislature gave it larger means and duties. It was re- 
organized under the amended law April 24, 18J>7. At sessions of the 
legislature in 1901 and 11K)3 the scope of the work to be done by the 
Commission was again broadened and it was giveamore means. It con- 
sists of five members; two of them are appointed by the Governor and 
three are members ex-offioio. Hon. James H. Stout, of Menomonie, 
and Mrs. Charles S. Morris, of Berlin, are members by appointment. 
The ex-officio members are President Charles R. Van Hise, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, State Superintendent Charles P. Cary, and Secre- 
tary Reuben G. Thwaites, of the State Historical Society. Commission- 
er Stout is Chairman; Commissioner Thwaites, Vice (Chairman; and 
Frank A. Hutchins, of Madison, Secretary. 

Aside from giving aid in organizing new libraries and re-organizing 
old ones, the Commission maintains a system of traveling libraries; a 
clearing house for periodicals, with the object of building up reference 
libraries of bound periodicals in the public libraries of the »te:., a doc- 
ument department, for the care and exchange of state documents: 
in connection with this department, and in co-operation with the State 
Historical Library, a legislative reference library; a summer school 
for librtiry training, for the purpose of improving the service in 
small public libraries. It also issues frequent book lists for the 
guidance of librarians and book committees, and gives advice in regard 
to library building plans, using the collection of plans made for the 
beneflt of Wisconsin libraries. 

W^hen the Commission was organized in 189.") there were 28 free 
public libraries in the state. In January, 1904, the inunber had in- 
creased to 132. 
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BARABOO PUBLIC LIBRARY 



bARAltOO P«B"(^ LIBRARY 

Eslabliahed 1897. Pouu,''*'"^., Borrowers 1.226 i 

liooaCSSS. \r*WioD5.'fi^ TbiSLSOO. Ca 



126 cily. i country. Circula 
CamcEie buildina. 
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PUBLIC LIBR^ij STANLEY {D. U. MOON MEMORIAL) 
Established 1901. Popula,- ' , j«7 BoiiowctB 91,1. Circulation lO.OSa. Vol- 
umes 2.019. ra:(j2<lon2.-»?,V„g presented by Mrs, SalljrF. Moon 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 



BatBblisbed 



qb pubuc library 



btdlWZ. p„ tpB^'* .=□ Barotwers l.y't.l city. 132 countTy.-i 
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PORTAQe pj~y HAI'I'— BUSINESS MEtj'S ROOM 
Exliibit of photon-, . i nioneers, part o( local history collection of 
icaphs "' "jioblic LibtaiT 
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I tftlVlt'I-E PUBLIC UBRARV 
Cbildrrn's room, ah^, ^>''' jal history collection iciven by H, L. SkavUm 
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SL'PKRIOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
B<Ubli9h:d 18H'». Population Jl.O'Jl. Borrowers .l.Sft 
Volume' IS.O'IO, Ta» $5,000. CarneRie buildins 
Architect, Cirl.Wirih , 
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Established 1895. 



plTBLIC LIBBABV, OSHKOSH 
''r. ■ o 28 284, Borrowers 5,9.15 . Circulation 89.072 

.**.! til lat'"! nOO. Buildina, 1900, (ram Harris estate and 



Architect, William Hf 
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„„_P rUBUC LIBRARY, APFLBTON 
E3tablisbeill«97 rKK" ,-„„ is.oss. Borrowers .l.soo. ( 
^Oi: FoP'^lts TaiS2,464,14. Buillbythe 
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GREEN' ItAY PCBLIC LIBRARY 
Established I S88, p_ , .. „ is h84. Botrowers 2,500. Ci 
".^fiV^P'iE''''?" 500. CarneiEie building, 190,1. 



Architect. H. A. 
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BELOIT PCBLIC LIBRARY 
Established 18»S. Populalion 10.436. Circulation 43.454. Vjluraes 8,579, Tai 5a,50l> 

Carnegie buildinit. 190.1. S25.000 
Architects. Patton & Miller, Chicasa 



ota public library 
EataWisfied I^. S?'* ^ ■* S5S. Bottowets l.Osa. 

Aichiltw" sSTV 1 .,!»*'« 1. 20°- Carnettie building, 1 
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PUBLIC MBBABY, SHEBOVOAN 
Bstablistaed 1897. PopulBlion 22.'?h2. Borrowers s.y.17, Circulat ion 41.169. Volumes 

6.S.W. Tax t.l.Su.l.SM. ComeEie buildins, 190J. SJS.OOC 
ArlRSecls, Psilon & Millet. Chicago 



Populalton 4.«P, ft'"''-,! Ciiculiilii)nS.(l.'2. Volumes 2. SOO. TaxSl.OOO 



Arcbileci, H.^.J'o. '1 ,■= ' a'^ 
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PUBLIC L1BKARY, LA CI 
Population 28.S95, Bon'owers4.9T3. Circulation .14,.?I8. 
Buildins elected in 1888. at a Cost o( S17,S00. the gift ol « 



i 

111 



3;« 



>••• 



'•• 



• •• • 

• •• 



• ••• 



• ••• 






• •• • 

••• 

• • 

• •• 

.• •• • 



••• • 



>< .5 

lis 



M 



i 

J 

3 
If 



111! 






3 go 

: si 



. • • • 
• **■ • 

• ••• 



MEMORIAL FREE UBHAKV. MENOMON'IE 

Population 5, 6.S5. Borrowers2.S47. Circulation ,11, ITS. Volumes 

This buildW, housinjt the Memorial Free Library, was erec 

cost, lulli equipDcd. of S12.S.000. a sift to the public Irom 

Andren' Tainter. of MenonioDie, as a ntemorial ol their dauehter 



T -n FAROO public LIDRABY, LAKE MrLLS 
Established ivoa \ ^Vifltion 1-187. Borrowers s 60, Circulation 6,0H 
. 1,471, f ^.ffO' Buildinaeivenby L. D, Hftrgo, 1902, Cost ti 
Arcbitect, G. B, JjSvf^Wl'ii 
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HARWOOD LIBRARY, WADWAT09A 
n 1886, by the citizens. Population 2,842. Borrowera 4C 
Valumes 4.225. Tax $700 



WAUKESHA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Established 1900. Population 7.419. Bociowers 1.486. Circalation . 

Volumes 3.207. Tax $1,009. Carnegie buildin:c. 1904. $15,000 
Architect. C. C. Anderson 
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*I,I,S PUBLIC LIE RASY 



A Typical Scene in Ihe 

SPR[NO GREEN PUBLIC LIUHAIiV 

Bstabli shed 1897. PoKnUli'm ft>l. Borrowro 178. Circulation[914. 



